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Dear Frienps:—This Meeting has at dif 
erent times been brought under much reli- 
/rious concern on account of various departures 
rom the principles and practices which the 
Society has heretofore been enabled to main- 
‘ain throughout the different - generations, 
since its rise. An earnest desire has been felt 
“hat it may be enabled to discharge its duty, 
und faithfully bear testimony against the in- 
~oads of error, and, in the love of the gospel, 
strengthen our members to stand fast in the 
Vaith once delivered to the saints, and to strive, 
‘n the meekness of wisdom, to resist the temp- 
tations presented to depart from the straight 
nd narrow way in which our forefathers 
srod ; which will ensure peace. 
' Among other things, it is a source of sor- 
“Ow to have cause to believe, that efforts are 
rte made by publications and otherwise, to 
spread among our members, views concern- 
‘ing conversion and justification, which we 
‘believe to be unscriptural, and opposed to 
those always held by Friends; and that, for 
ewant of watchfulness, some have been caught 
iby them. 
~ Tt has been held by many of other religious 
‘denominations, and the doctrine, we believe, 
is now advocated by some members of our 
weligious Society, that Christ having perfected 
‘the work of reconciliation and redemption 
‘for man, by his sufferings and death, there- 
fore a mere belief and trust in Him as a 
‘Saviour, in His atonement for sin, and His 
mediation, are all that are necessary to effect 
conversion and forgiveness, and ensure justi- 
ification; his righteousness being imputed to 
ithose thus believing and trusting. Thus men 
‘are taught to believe, if they are only willing 
‘to make confession of their lost state, to ac- 
‘cept the mercy of God in Christ Jesus as set 
‘forth in the Holy Scriptures, and apply it 
‘themselves to their own condition, they are 
‘safe; they may rest assured that their sins 
jare forgiven them ; that they are justified by 
the imputed righteousness of Christ, and their 
‘salvation is secured. From this, it would fol- 
low that men, at any time and in their own 
will, may come‘ to Christ, and adopting the 
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belief that He has suffered in their stead, and 
paid the penalty of their sins, they may rest 
on Him as their substitute; place their hopes 
of salvation on His atoning sacrifice, and be 
accepted in Him; though they may never 
have experienced thorough repentance for 
their sins, nor the washing of regeneration 
through the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
We feel bound again to testify against this 
delusive and dangerous opinion, and, in that 
love which seeks the salvation of all, to warn 
our members against adopting it. 

Without entering into argument on these 
important points, we think it right, once 
more, to state briefly the belief Friends have 
ever maintained thereon as being in accord- 
ance with Scripture. 

Christ himself declared “No man can come 
to me except the Father, which hath sent me, 
draw him.” And again, “No man knoweth 
the Son but the Father, neither any man the 
Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him.” So that in every step 
of the work of salvation, man can effect noth- 
ing by his mere intellectual powers, but must 
depend altogether on co-operating with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Christ came “to de- 
stroy the works of the devil” in the human 
heart, that He may save man from his sins, 
not in hissins. Through the exceeding mercy 
of God, lost man is put in the way of recon- 
ciliation to Him, through the sufferings and 
death of Christ Jesus, his Son; who, by his 
Spirit in the heart, invites all to avail them- 
selves of the reconciliation thus offered; as 
saith the Apostle, “As though God did be- 
seech you by us, we pray you, in Christ’s 
stead, be ye reconciled to God. For He hath 
made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” 

Through the death of Christ a measure of 
the Holy Spirit has been purchased for all 
mankind. When, through obedience to this 
Divine gift, any one is brought to feel his sin- 
fulness and to strive to return to the Father’s 
house, true repentance being brought forth, 
and the ministration of condemnation rightly 
borne, through living faith begotten in the 
soul, he experiences forgiveness of sins that 
are passed, for the sake of that most satisfac- 
tory sacrifice made by Christ on Calvary: 
“Whom God hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion, through faith in his blood; to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are passed, through the forbearance of God.” 

William Penn, speaking of “The Light of 
Christ within, as God’s gift for man’s salva- 
tion,” and the fruits produced by obedience 
to it, says: “First, repentance from dead 
works to serve the living God; which com- 
prehends three operations: first, a sight of 
sin; secondly, a sense and godly sorrow for it ; 
thirdly, an amendment for the time to come. 
This was the tepentance they [Friends] 
preached and pressed, and a natural result 


from the principle they turned all people 


unto. For of light came sight; and of sight 
came sense and sorrow; and of sense and sor- 
row came amendment of life: which doctrine 
of repentance leads to justification ; that is, 
forgiveness of the sins that are passed, through 
Christ the alone propitiation; and to the 
sanctification and purgation of the soul; which 
is justification in the complete sense of the word ; 
comprehending both justification from the 
guilt of the sins that are passed—as if they 
had never been committed—through the love 
and mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and the 
creature’s being made inwardly just, through 
the cleansing and sanctifying power and spirit 
of Christ, revealed in the soul; which is com- 
monly called sanctification. 

Justification—which Friends have always 
placed where the Apostle places it, in con- 
nection with being washed and sanctified,— 
is understood by them as being made just, 
inseparably connected with, and following 
sanctification, and, in the sight of God, effected 
through the righteousness of Christ alone. 
Not only through the righteousness of Christ 
without us, as wrought in that prepared body 
in which he came to do his Father’s will— 
else man might indeed be justified while in a 
state of sin—but also through his righteous- 
ness wrought in us by the efficacious working 
of his Spirit, producing our cleansing and 
sanctification. Thus, as no man can so far 
participate in the benefit of the propitiatory 
sacrifice of Christ, as to know the forgiveness 
of his past sins, unless, through obedience to 
Divine Grace he receives living faith in Him, 
and knows that repentance which is not to be 
repented of, so no man can experience com- 
plete justification, until, by the mighty work 
of Christ within him, the power, nature and 
habits of sin are destroyed, and the soul 
clothed with the righteousness of Christ. 

Thus, Christ without, in his prepared body, 
by the offering of which he made the atone- 
ment, and Christ in his inward appearance 
by his Spirit in the heart, is not divided; but 
is “the Author and Finisher of eternal salva- 
tion unto all them that obey him.” So, in 
those who are justified, “ As sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so now grace reigneth 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.” 

Although it is not for any man,to define 
the time in which the work of salvation may 
be effected by Him who hath all power in his 
hands, and worketh to will and to do accord- 
ing to his good pleasure, yet in the scriptures 
it is represented as a progressive and spiritual 
work, manifesting its fruits according to the 
growth in grace, and in the saving knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. “First 
the blade, then the ear, afterward the full corn 
in the ear.” We would therefore caution 
Friends, especially our dear young Friends, 
how they give heed to a spirit which prompts 
to activity in religious things, before they 
have been long enough under the cleansing, 
transforming baptisms of the Holy Ghost to 
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fit them for receiving any of the gifts bestowed 
for the edification of the Church. We believe 
there is need for this caution. “He that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste.” 

Where the new birth has really taken place, 
it is accompanied with an humbling sense of 
the weakness and dependence of the child 
state; needing care, and to be fed with the 
sincere milk of the Word, that thereby a 
growth may be known to the state of a young 
man, and so on 1o that of a strong man in 
Christ. 

But much harm is done when, after being 
measurably aroused to a sense of the need of 
a new life, and some struggle felt to enter the 
strait gate, and walk in the narrow way, the 
attention is drawn off from the contriting, 
self-abasing work of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart, intended to cleanse it, to separate the 
chaff from the wheat, and make it fit to be 
employed by the Head of the Church, and 
some outside work substituted therefor, and 
services undertaken for which neither the 
qualification nor the Divine call has yet been 
experienced. Thus, where the good work 
may have been begun, it is marred, and what- 
ever show may be made, there is danger that 
a spiritual grafting into Christ, the living 
vine, may not be known, and hence no 
heavenly fruit be brought to perfection. 

While cherishing feelings of tenderness 
towards those of our members who, with de- 
sires to promote that which is good, are en- 
gaged in First-day schools or Bible classes, 
we feel it laid upon us, affectionately to ex- 
press the conviction that there is danger, in 
the way just referred to, of these occupations 
hindering a growth in the saving knowledge 
of Christ. Generally their aim and object are 
not merely to impart a knowledge of the con- 
tents of the Bible, but to engage in the con- 
version of sinners. By language and example, 
those active in them are urged to undertake 
“to bring their pupils to Jesus:” they are ad- 
vised to frequent prayers for and with them, 
as well as for other specified things, and to 
study the scriptures and works explanatory 
of them, in order that they may expound and 
apply their sacred truths. It is true that all 
are called to be preachers of righteousness by 
life and conversation; but none can rightly 
engage in the solemn services mentioned, un- 
less under the immediate putting forth of the 
Shepherd of the sheep; and neither a know- 
ledge of scripture, nor a desire for the conver- 
sion of their pupils, nor both together, con- 
stitute a fitness for a work which Friends 
have always regarded as requiring a Divine 
preparation and call. Under the circumstances 
in which these members place themselves, 
they are in danger of being betrayed into 
mistaking their own growth and qualifica- 
tions, and*into saying or doing solemn things 
for which they are neither prepared nor au- 
thorized. 

Prayer is inseparable from a growth in the 
Divine life, and we are advised continually to 
watch unto prayer, in order that we may 
know and do the Divine will concerning us; 
but acceptable, inward prayer, must be the 
product of the Holy Spirit in the heart; and 
vocal supplication cannot be rightly per- 
formed, unless under the anointing of the 
Holy One, and a special call thereto. 
therefore have been for some time, and still 
are convinced that assemblies which have but 
recently sprung up in our Society, by some 
called “prayer meetings,” in which well-in- 
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tentioned young people are brought together 
at stated times, and engage in exercises, as 
prayer, exhortation or disclosure of their re- 
ligious feelings, are of hurtful tendency ; being 
calculated to draw forth or foster engaging 
in these solemn acts, without a right prepa- 
ration and anointing therefor. There is thus 
danger of the participants in these meetings 
making injurious mistakes, and while think- 
ing they are strengthening themselves and 
others in good works, are only warming them- 
selves with sparks of theirown kindling. As 
the meetings alluded to are altogether out of 
the order of our religious Society, we would 
affectionately entreat our members to refrain 
from them. 

We wish carefully to avoid discouraging 
any from a faithful compliance with the duty 
of prayer, when divinely opened to them; 
but as without the Holy Spirit helping our 
infirmities, we know not what to pray for as 
we ought, there is need of caution lest any 


fall into the habit of kneeling in our meetings, 


as though they could hardly be commenced 
or concluded properly, without vocal ad- 
dresses of this character. We fervently de- 
sire that formal prayer may not thereby pre- 
vail amongst us. 

It is our earnest desire to encourage all in 
every good word and work, into which they 
may be called by the still small voice of Him 
who knoweth us altogether as we are; who 
alone can carry on and perfect the work of 
redemption and sanctification, and whose pre- 
rogative it is to appoint the services in which 
the members of His church are to be engaged. 
Where the members of our religious Society 
are kept watching unto prayer, that they 
may walk consistently with the high profes- 
sion we make, we assuredly believe they will 
find it obligatory upon them to maintain all 
the various testimonies held by the Society ; 
and which, we cannot doubt, appertain to the 
gospel in its completeness and spirituality. 
They will thus be preserved from mixing with 
others in religious performances, whereby our 
christian testimony against a hireling minis- 
try, and other testimonies of great import- 
ance, are often balked—and while maintaining 
christian love towards all, will find their 
safety and strength connected with keeping 
to our own regularly established meetings; 
and ever bearing testimony to those princi- 
ples and practices which have always dis- 
tinguished Friends from other religious de- 
nominations. We believe that injury has 
resulted to many, from free association with 
others in ostensibly religious engagements, 
and that to them, as to Ephriam of old, the 
language is applicable, “Strangers have de- 
voured his strength, and he knoweth it 
not.” 

Actuated by a sincere love for our house- 
hold of faith, and longing to extend a hand of 
help to all who are coming up to take the 
places of the faithful standard bearers, who 
have been removed, in late years, from among 
us, we entreat our fellow members, especially 
the young men and women among them, to 
lay these things seriously to heart; “'T'o stand 
in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and 
ye shall find rest for your souls.” Thus may 
we humbly look for a revival amongst us, of 
that zeal for the truth as it isin Jesus, which 
will enable Friends to regain the ground they 
have lost, and to raise up more conspicuously, 


the banner which the Lord has given to them 


that fear Him, to be displayed because of the 
truth. 
Signed on behalf and by direction of the 
Meeting. JOSEPH SCATTERGOOD, 
Clerk this year. 


For “The Friend.” 
Early Civilization and Church History of Ireland? 


(Concluded from page 298.) 


Although the reader may not be prepared 
to accept the theory of our author that Ire- 
land was wholly colonized by tribes which 
came by sea, to the exclusion of the opinion 
that the early inhabitants were a branch of 
the great mass of Celtic emigrants which first 
overspread western Europe, yet it appears to 
be satisfactorily shown that they were in- 
debted for their letters to colonization by 
some maritime and comparatively cultivated 
nation. That nation was probably of Phene- 
cian origin; the name Danann, Gladstone re- 
marks, appears to be Phenecian, and identical 
in origin with Danaos which occurs in early 
Grecian annals. And as the primitive Pelas- 
gian inhabitants of Greece received their 
alphabet from Phenecia or the Hast, so the 
race known as the Firbolgs, which then pre- 
dominated in’ Ireland, probably received the 
art of writing from the same source. The 
old histories represent the Firbolgs to have 
come from Thrace: they appear to have been 
the architects of the most ancient of the enor- 
mous duns and earthworks which are still to 
be seen in the island. The following descrip- 
tion of one of the most remarkable of these, 
Dun Angus, taken from Furguson’s Ireland, 
will conclude this portion of the subject: 
“Dun Angus is a marvellous dry stone erec- 
tion, on a promontory which slopes gradually 
upward from the landward side, and termi- 
nates in an abrupt cliff which frowns over the 
Atlantic; a considerable space of ground has 
been enclosed by a massive cyclopean wall. 
This consists of three concentric rings of 
building, each complete in itself; yet in im- 
mediaté juxtaposition, and well fitted for de- 
fence. The sloping landward side is thickly 
studded with pillar stones, firmly fixed in the 
soil, and intended apparently to act as a sort 
of cheveaua-de-frise, and embarrass the advance 
of an enemy on the only avenue of approach. 
It is inaccessible from the sea. The cliff rises 
grandly above the wild Atlantic waves which 
dash themselves against its base, and threaten 
its total destruction ere long. It has evi- 
dently been largely undermined already. 
Part of the vast edifice has tumbled into the 
deep water beneath. That which yet stands 
overhangs the ocean abysses. A more grand 
and impressive scene can scarcely be im- 
agined. The utter solitude of the spot: the 
boundless expanse of ocean, dark, heaving 
and sublime: the old, old, stronghold, more 
ancient probably than any building now stand- 
ing in western Europe—counting its age not 
by hundreds but by thousands of years— 
powerfully impress the imagination. The 
tecling is enhanced by the loneliness of these 
rarely visited and inaccessible islets of the far 
west, which contain at present the huts only 
of simple peasants, and the ruins of the cells 
and churches of the earliest christian ecclesi- 
astics. These are touching in their simplicity 
and antiquity, yet appear insignificant and 
comparatively recent, when compared with 
Dun Angus and Dun Conor, pagan strong- 
holds of Firbolg chiefs.” 
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e Worship which, under the Christian Dispen- 
sation, is Ordained of God. 

| (Continued from page 299.) 
_ This observation of the Apostle, respecting 
‘he conflict which takes place between the 
‘pirit and the flesh, may be considered appli- 
vable to all mankind, however diversified as 
0 religious profession. Now whichsoever of 
hese, (the Spirit or the flesh) we join with 
snd obey, by this are we influenced and goy- 
!.rned,— His servants ye are to whom ye 
‘obey, whether of sin unto death, or of obedi- 
/mce unto righteousness.” (Rom. vi. 16.) The 
‘Spirit prompts us to deny self, to crucify the 
‘esh by taking up our cross daily, and to fol- 
vow Christ ; its purifying effects in our hearts 
seing evinced, by our living “soberly, right- 
»sously, and godly, in this present world.” And 
“f this divine instructor in its further mani- 
‘estations in our hearts be obeyed, through 
she ability which it imparts, it will enable us 
‘to worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” 
‘But the tempter, through the medium of the 
‘Mesh, strives in various ways to obstruct and 
prevent these most desirable results. When 
“his efforts are ineffectual to draw awakened 
minds back again into their former habits of 
gross irreligion and sin, he then employs a 
‘more insidious snare, by assuming a religious 
‘character, and making a specious show of 
| piety and devotion; but still opposing the 
oly Spirit, by endeavoring, through decep- 
‘tive insinuations, to prevent its salutary ad- 
monitions from being listened to and obeyed. 
In particular, he strives to excite, and to 
foster in the minds of many professed chris- 
itians, an aversion to the duty of ‘ Watching;” 
(Eph. vi. 18; Mark xiii. 37 ;—xiv. 38; Col. iv. 
25) under which, that of patient waiting for 
‘the Lord, in the exercise of faith and love, 
‘appears to be included; (see Hosea, xii. 6; 
Isai. xl. 31; Psalm xl. 1;) a duty mercifully 
‘designed as the means, by which, in stillness 
(weak and feeble and liable to be misled as 
we all are of ourselves,) the sincere in heart 
may hear the voice of the “ good Shepherd,” 
and may receive from him instruction to per- 
ceive, and strength to avoid temptation, and 
ability also to offer up their prayers in His 
‘holy name, to their heavenly Father. But 
the enemy, through the carnal mind, suggests 
doubts, whether this duty of watching be 
“really obligatory ; and it may be apprehended, 
that in order effectually to divert the profes- 
sors of religion from the practice of it, he 
prompts them to place their dependence on 
_ their own wisdom and activity, rather than to 
submit to so self-denying an exercise of mind. 
In all cases, in which these insinuations are 
_ embraced and followed, the secret monitions 
_ of the spirit of Christ become gradually disre- 
_ garded; darkness then ensues ; and of course, 
the great work of purification of heart is 
' obstructed. They seek, and soon find, a way 
to walk in, that is more agreeable to the 
~ natural will and the pride of the human heart, 
- than that in which the denial of self, and the 
atient bearing of the daily cross are required. 
heir faith standing not in the power of God, 
but in the wisdom of men; (1 Cor. ii. 5;) they 
are frequently running after this or the other 
- eloquent minister, not regarding the declara- 
tion of Christ—‘ the kingdom of God is with- 
_ in you;” nor seeking (the manifestation of) 
this kingdom and the righteousness of God 
according to his command: (Matt. vi. 33:)— 
as they go on in this course, they become, in 
very many instances, strongly attached to 


forms and ceremonies, set up and enjoined by 
human wisdom and authority; and thus they 
are led into the practice of will-worship. 


Alas! how greatly is the brightness of 


genuine christianity obscured in the present 
day, among very many professors of it ; 
through their not duly watching against and 
avoiding the influence and efforts of the car- 
nal mind, in every form, under which it op- 
poses, and strives against the Spirit of Christ. 
They will probably admit that watchfulness 
is requisite, as a preservative from the viola- 
tion of the precepts of morality, in their 
general conduct and conversation; but they 
appear not to be sufficiently aware, that it is 
especially necessary in regard to the worship 
which they offer to Almighty God: for in this 
solemn engagement, as far as they are led by 
the activity of self or the flesh, so far are their 
minds disqualified for the reception of the 
life-giving influence of the Spirit of Christ, 
through which alone the acceptable worship, 
which is in spirit and in truth, can be offered. 
So that however ardent their zeal may be in 
devotional exercises, and however delightful 
the animation it excites, yet, if the influence 
by which they are actuated in their worship, 
be not that of the Spirit of Christ, the conclu- 
sion seems inevitable, that it proceeds from 
self or the carnal mind. 

How needful then is it, for professed chris- 
tians of every denomination, under a convic- 
tion of the great danger in which a mistake 
in this important concern would involve them, 
to lay open their hearts, in all humility and 
sincerity, to the discriminating ray of the light 
of Christ,—to that standard, to which the 
Apostle directs our attention ;—“ All things 
that are reproved, are made manifest by the 
light, for whatsoever doth make manifest is 
light ;” (Eph. v. 13;) that, under its direction, 
they may be enabled to form a true judgment, 
as to the influence which hath obtained the 
government in their minds. The sad conse- 
quences of continuing to act under the influ- 
ence of that which opposes the Spirit of Christ, 
may be inferred from these words of the same 
Apostle: “To be carnally minded is death, 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace; 
because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God, for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be; so then they that are 
in the flesh” (they in whom the carnal mind 
predominates) “cannot please God ;” (Rom. 
viii. 6, 7, 8;) to which it may be added, that 
however highly they may characterize their 
religious attainments, yet while they remain 
in this state, they are incapable of partici- 
pating in that fellowship, which is “ with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 
John i. 3.) 

In reverting to the description which the 
Apostle gives of his own experience, already 
quoted, let us take into view what he says in 
another place, on the same important subject: 
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into 
his death; therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death; that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life: knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin.” (Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5.) By 
thus conforming to the doctrine of his Lord, 
in bearing the daily cross, and by submitting 
to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle 


was enabled to say, “I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” 

May all professed christians be stimulated 
and encouraged to press forward to the attain- 
ment of this state, according to the measure 
of divine light or grace severally dispensed to 
them. May they be so humbled by the power 
of God, as to become willing to “deny self,” 
“the flesh,” or “the carnal mind;” in other 
words, to “ put off the old man with his deeds ;” 
(Col. iii. 9;) not only his grossly corrupt and 
sinful practices, but also Ais acts of devotion, 
his praying and singing, and (in respect to 
ministry) his preaching too. ‘Then will they 
be enabled, by following Christ in the regen- 
eration, (Matt. xix. 28,) to “put on the new 
man; which after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness.” (Eph. iv. 24.) They 
will become true worshippers, like the be- 
lievers formerly, worshipping God in the Spirit, 
rejoicing in Christ Jesus, and having no conji- 
dence in the flesh. (Phil. iii. 3.) 

The Scriptures’ declare, that, “as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 
of God; (Rom. viii. 14;) and that “the mani- 
festation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal.” (1 Cor. xii. 7,) How desi- 
rable, how indispensable then is it, that all, 
and especially those who call themselves min- 
isters of Christ, should follow the puttings 
forth and leadings of his Spirit in their own 
minds. The teaching of the Spirit of Christ 
is always in accordance with his doctrines 
and precepts, which are presented to us in 
the Scriptures; so that those who are in office, 
as ministers of Christ, if they be truly such, 
and be indeed led by his Spirit, will evince, 
not only in their conduct and conversation, 
but also in their ministry, a faithful adherence 
to that portion of his doctrine already ad- 
verted. to, enjoining the denial of self, the 
taking up the daily cross, and the following 
of him. 

But if any who undertake the office of a 
christian minister, evince in their general de- 
portment, a disposition to evade the denial of 
self, to shrink from bearing the cross, and 
from putting “off the old man with his deeds;” 
(Col. iii. 9 ;)—if, instead of following the Spirit 
of Christ, in their ministry, they follow the 
suggestions of their own “fleshly wisdom,” 
(2 Cor. i. 12,) “ teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men,” (Matt. xv. 9,) his 
own declaration seems to authorize the con- 
clusion, that their worship is “in vain.” And 
when any of those, who, declining the use of 
the modes and forms of worship prescribed 
by human authority, profess to depend on the 
direction of the Spirit of Truth, do not wait 
in humility of mind for its life-giving influ- 
ence, but in their self-will, under the impulse 
of creaturely zeal, undertake to preach or to 
pray in their public assemblies, these perform- 
ances, like the offering of strange fire under 
the Mosaic dispensation, (Levit. x. 1,) may be 
considered to be in an especial manner offen- 
sive in the divine sight. In all these cases, 
unless they submit to that divine word, which 
is said to be “like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces,” (Jer. xxiii. 29,) and unless 
by its effectual operation they are brought to 
the experience|of true humiliation and con- 
trition, and through repentance witness puri- 
fication of heart from pride and exaltation of 
self, they are in danger of becoming like unto 
some formerly, of whom we read,—that they 
“shut up the kingdom of heaven against 
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men ;” neither going in themselves, nor suffer- 
ing “them that are entering to go in.” (Matt. 
xxiii. 13.) Andif they persist in this course, 
disregarding the convictions of the Spirit of 
Christ, which, from the time when they began 
to reject its admonitions in their own con- 
sciences, it may be presumed, has not failed 
at seasons still to reprove them, they will be- 
come more and more “laden with iniquity ;” 
and by thus continuing in the transgression 
of the law written on the table of the heart, 
there will be much ground for them to fear, 
however successful they may esteem their 
ministerial labors, that ultimately their por- 
tion will be with those, concerning whom our 
Holy Redeemer has declared, “ Many will say 
tome in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied (or preached) in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
(Matt. vii. 22, 23.) 


Metallic Hydrogen.—At a recent meeting of 
the Lyceum of Natural History, in New York, 
a paper was read by Dr. Loew, assistant in 
the College of New York, on the preparation 
of hydrogen amalgam, that deserves the at- 
tention of scientific men everywhere. 

The researches of Graham, which we pub- 
lished at the time, went to show that hydro- 
gen could be alloyed with palladium, and 
that it was also contained in meteoric iron. 
He condensed the hydrogen in the palladium, 
and came nearer proying its metallic character 
than any other person had done. Schoenbein, 
in his search for ozone, found a method for 
making the peroxide of hydrogen, that was 
simpler than any hitherto known, and which 
brought him to the very threshold of disco- 
vering hydrogenium. Schoenbein’s experi- 
ment was this: An amalgam of zine and 
mercury is violently agitated in water; the 
water is then filtered, and on being examined 
with iodide of starch and protosulphate of 
iron will be found to contain peroxide of hy- 
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istence of that radical in combination with 
mercury. 

The question may arise, What practical 
value can be derived from this discovery ? 
We may not be able to appreciate its impor- 
tance at this early stage, but heretofore it is 
easy to perceive that the possession of metallic 
hydrogen will enable us to make a vast num- 
ber of compounds artificially, and will give us 
an explanation of many phenomena that are 
now obscure. If Professor Graham had not 
published his researches, the experiment ex- 
hibited by Dr. Loew would have attracted 
the attention of the world; as it is, it is likely 
to excite much interest both in this country 
and in Hurope. 


For “The Friend.” 
Gather the Fragments. 

In offering for insertion in “The Friend,” 
the following deeply instructive letter of John 
Thorp to Frances Dodshon, the desire has 
arisen, that it may be blessed to some who 
read it, whose hearts are often depressed with 
painful sensations. May these gather from it 
a portion of that sweet and heavenly consola- 
tion it was designed and is well calculated to 
yield; and instead of being cast down beyond 
measure with their trials, may they remem- 
ber the language of the apostle, who gloried 
in tribulations, knowing that they were in- 
strumental in working patience, experience 
and hope; because, he adds, ‘the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto us.” 

“Dear Friend F. D.—In a degree of that 
love wherein the living have a fellowship, 
which neither time, distance, nor death, can 
interrupt or dissolve, wherein such an union 
and sympathy is experienced, that at times 
we can, and cannot help rejoicing with those 
that do rejoice, and weeping with those that 
weep; in the renewed sense of this love and 
life hast thou of late been often brought to 
my remembrance, at which times there have 
been raised and presented to my mind, some 
remarks and observations which I think I 


drogen or oxgenated water. The experiment 
is a very beautiful one, and is now repeated 
in the class room. Dr. Loew has carried the 
investigation further, and has, instead of oxi- 


have liberty to offer’at least to thy considera- 
tion. 

“When that frequently deeply humbled 
and tried servant of the Lord, the royal 


dizing the hydrogen, succeeded in combining 
it with the mercury. He takes an amalgam 
composed of not more than three or four per 
cent. of zinc, and shakes it with a solution of 
the bichloride of platinum ; the liquid becomes 
black, and a dark powder settles to the bot- 
tom. The contents of the flask are then 
thrown into water and hydrochloric acid 
added to dissolve the excess of zine. The 
amalgam of hydrogen and mercury at once 
forms in a brilliant voluminous mass, resem- 
bling in every way the wellknown ammonium 
amalgam. It is soft and spongy and rapidly 
decomposes, but without any smell of am- 
monia. The hydrogen escapes, and soon no- 
thing but pure mercury is left in the dish. 
The experiment appears to show conclusively 
that an amalgam of hydrogen and mercury can 
be formed, and that hydrogen is really a metal. 
It would also throw some doubt upon the ex- 
istence of the amalgam of ammonium and 
mercury, and offers an explanation of that 
compound on the basis of its being the same 
amalgam of hydrogen and mercury that is 
prepared in the way now pointed out by Dr. 
Loew. The smell of escaping ammonia must 


Psalmist, was favored with the renewed 
streams of that river, whose source is the 
ocean of everlasting love, whereby the whole 
heritage of God is at times watered and made 
glad, when his feet were set on a rock that 
was higher than he, and a new song put into 
his mouth; at these seasons he thought that 
his mountain stood strong, and said in his 
prosperity, he should never be moved; yet 
afterwards the Lord saw meet to permit that 
he should be so far tried, that he concluded 
himself forsaken, and in this humble, plaintive 
language, queries: ‘Will the Lord east off for- 
ever? Do his promises fail for evermore? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath he 
in anger shut up his tender mercies?’ Having 
thus, in the heights and in the depths, ex- 
perienced preservation and deliverance, this 
righteous man was instructed to serve the 
Lord with fear, and to rejoice with trembling. 
And having witnessed the all-sufficiency of the 
Almighty arm so repeatedly stretched out for 
his deliverance and protection, he was en- 
abled to say, ‘Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, yet will I fear 
no evil, for thou art with me ;’ and therefore, 


be traced to some other source than the ex- 


|from him, and suffer fresh probations. to at- 


tend him, we find him availing himself o 
that mercy he had so often experienced: 
‘Thou hast been with me in six troubles, and 
wilt not leave me in the seventh ;’ and though} 
he felt deeply at times, and was greatly de+ 
jected, yet his faith was strengthened in Him} 
who had raised him from the sheep cote to bef} 
his servant; and.though his house was not 
so with God, he had made with him an ever- 
lasting covenant, ordered in all things and 
sure; that he could thus address himself in 
times of trouble and deep probation, ‘Why} 
art thou cast down, Oh my soul! and why} 
art thou disquieted within me? Trust in God} 
for thou shalt yet praise him, who is the} 
health of thy countenance, and thy God? 
Alas! why should that wholesome discipline} 
which consummate, Wisdom and Goodness 
hath ever exercised hon those whom he hath 
made willing to bear every refining opera- 
tion and turning of his holy hand, seem 
strange to any of us. Gold is tried in the fire, 
and acceptable men in the furnace of afflic- 
tion, and indeed if it became Him, of whom 
are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
Captain of our salvation perfect through suf- 
ferings,—if he was a man of sorrow and ac- 
quainted with grief, is it not enough for the 
disciple that he be as his Master, and tlre ser- 
vant as his Lord. 

“There are various causes of sufferings, 
there are various baptisms, buffetings and 
trials; our different conditions require dif- 
ferent discipline, and the different designs of 
God require us, or make it necessary for us 
to be brought under different operations ; the 
faithful in the several generations wherein 
the prophets lived, were not brought under 
those particular (and for the present griev- 
ous) exercises which the prophets were, in 
order to prepare them for the work where- 
unto they were called, unto which many 
learned obedience by the things which they 
suffered. 

“Tis true, the judgments of the Lord are, 
many times, unsearchable, and his ways past 
finding out. Who (says the Apostle) hath 
known his mind, or been his counsellor? 
Secret things belong to him, but things which 
are revealed, to us and our children; but if 
all the holy patriar¢hs, prophets, apostles, 
martyrs and confessors of Jesus, have, like 
their blessed Lord, been men of sorrows, ac- 
quainted with grief, and entered the kingdom 
through many tribulations, can we doubt 
whether the particular trials, siftings and 
probations, which God, only wise, permitted 
or appointed them, were not unto every one 
of these to whom he appointed them, mercies, 
mercies, mercies in disguise; were they not 
made means of preservation in his fear: made 
means of bringing them nearer, to trust more 
firmly in, and rely more entirely upon the 
only refuge of the righteous in the time of 
trouble? Have not all the afflictions of the 
righteous been thus sanctified ; and will not 
the endless hallelujah which these will have 
to sing, be unto him who hath redeemed their 
souls out of all adversity, and made their gar- 
ments white in the blood of the Lamb! Many 
now (as well as formerly) are the afilictions 
of the righteous, and from different causes, 
different in their nature, and different in their 
degree; but they, though hid from mortals, 
are all known to God, who careth for them, 


when the Lord saw meet to hide his face|by whom the very hairs of their head are all 


aumbered, and not one shall fall without 
‘aim. He numbers all their sighs, and their 
sears are sealed up in. his bottle. Why then 
jhould Sion say, or why should the watcher 
on her walls say, the Lord has forsaken me, 
and my God has forgotten? Can a woman 
“orget her suckling child, that she should be 
anmindful of the son of her womb? Yea, they 
»may forget, saith the Lord, yet will I not for- 
‘get thee; behold thou art engraven upon the 
voalms of my hands, thy walls are continually 
'before me. No, verily, the eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous, and his ears are open 
‘to their cry, however unmindful he may seem 
‘to be of the distresses and dangers which 
‘threaten us, when the tempest rises, and the 
enemy breaketh in as a flood; yet in his own 
‘time, and that surely is the best time, will he 
arise and rebuke both the wind, and the 
cwayes, and the enemy for their sakes ; and 
‘by the effectual word of his power, who 
ispeaks and it is done, once more say, “ Peace, 
‘be still;’ but should it seem best unto Him, 
-who is wonderful in counsel, and doth all 
things right, to lead any in the glorious line 
of the process.of his dear Son; should the 
“hour of darkness be extended to the latest 
‘moments, should the final cup and baptism be 
the most bitter; should our dying words, 
under. these painful feelings, be in that most 
moving language of the Son of God, Eli, Hh, 
Jama*sabachthani! I should not have more 
“ doubt of the righteous soul thus tried, ascend- 
ing from the cross and apparent dereliction 
to an immortal crown of righteousness and 
mansion of eternal glory; no more doubt 
of these than if I saw them ascending in the 
fiery chariot of sensible, celestial, soul-rejoic- 
ing favor. But I know not how sufficiently to 
“inculcate this most certain truth, that the 
children of God are never more under his 
“notice and most tender regard, than in the 
seasons of their deepest humiliation ; never is 
He more intimately present with them, pre- 
paring and supporting under every operation, 
and directing, blessing and sanctifying every 
dispensation to willing, humble and subjected 
_ souls; there, is he carrying on his work though 
we see it not. 
“Oh that thou might not be discouraged, 
- nor sink under the present exercises, nor mur- 
~ mur as some of old murmured, nor think the 
‘Lord delayeth his coming, but endeavor all 
- in thy power to centre in perfect resignation 
to the will of God; and then assuredly all 
things will work together for thy good, and 
for thy additional preparation to glorify his 
holy Name, in time and in eternity. Amen. 
“From thy real friend, 


Joun Tuorpe. 

«“P,§. Ido not forget, my dear friend, to 
whom I am writing, or my infancy and weak- 
ness; ’tis with a feeling deference I address 
to thee this feeble offering; but as I said, 1 
thought I felt at least a liberty, and if the 

~ Lord be pleased mercifully to bless it, that 
the pure mind be thereby stirred up ever so 
little, his name be praised; but if I wrote ever 
go much, I should fall short of expressing to 
the full the equal desire and faith which I 
feel that thou may (and that thou wilt in the 
Lord’s own time which thou art waiting for) 
yet have to sing for joy of heart, as in the 
days when thou wast brought forth out 
the land of spiritual Egypt.” 


‘A wise son maketh a glad father, but a fool. 
ish son is the heaviness of his mother. 


of|and lined with cotton of a reddish color, with 
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For “ The Friend.” 
The Yellow-poll Wood Warbler. 

The day after the great hail storm, a friend 
gave me a beautiful yellow bird which had 
probably sought shelter from the hail and 
been caught by a cat. It proved to be the 
blue-eyed warbler of Wilson, and the yellow- 
poll wood warbler of Audubon. The latter 
writer, after stating that it is found from 
Texas as far North as Lat. 68°, gives the fol- 
lowing remarkable account of its habits: 

“Nuttall was the first naturalist who ob- 
served the very curious method in which it 
contrives to rid itself of the charge of rearing 
the young of the cowbird. It is amusing,” 
he says, “to observe the sagacity of this little 
bird in disposing of the eggs of the vagrant 
and parasitic cow troopial. The egg, deposited, 
before the laying of the rightful tenant, too 
large for ejectment, is ingeniously incarce- 
rated in the bottom’ of the nest, and a new 
lining placed above it, so that it is never 


hatched to prove the dragon of the brood.) 


Two instances of this kind occurred to the 
observation of my friend Charles. Pickering, 
and last summer I obtained a nest with the 
adventitious egg about two-thirds buried, the 
upper edge only being visible, so that in many 
instances, it is probable that this species €s- 
capes from the unpleasant position of becom- 
ing a nurse to the sable offspring of the cow- 
bird. She, however, acts faithfully the part 
of a foster parent when the egg is laid after 
her own.” 

The following note from my friend Dr. T. 
M. Brewer, shows that this little bird is 
capable of still greater exploits. “There is a 
very interesting item in the history of the 
yellow-poll warbler, which has been noticed 
only within a few years, and which is well 
deserving of attention, both for the reasoning 
powers which it exhibits, and for its unique- 
ness, for it is not known, I believe, to be prac- 
tised by. any other bird. I allude to the sur- 
prising ingenuity with which they often con-| 
trive to escape the burden of rearing the 
offspring of the cow troopial, by burying the 
egg of the intruder. I have known four in- 
stances in which single eggs have been thus 
buried by the yellow bird’s building a second 
story to her nest, and enclosing the intruder’s 
between them. In one instance three of her 
own eggs were thus covered along with that 
of the cow black-bird, and in another, after 
the black-bird’s egg had been thus concealed, 
a second was laid which was similarly treated, 
thus giving rise to a three storied nest. This 
last you have in your possession, and will, I 
hope give to the world a drawing as well as 
a complete description of it. The summer 
yellow bird raises only one brood in the sea- 
son, in Massachusetts. The eggs, four or five 
in number, measure 5} eighths in length, by 
a trifle more than half an inch in breadth; 
they are of a light dull bluish white, thickly 
sprinkled with dots and small markings of 
various sizes of dull reddish brown, accumu- 
lated towards the great end.” 

The fabric above alluded to may be thus 
described :—A nest of the usual form had been 
constructed, of which the external diameter 
was three inches. It is composed of cotton 
rudely interwoven with flaxen fibres of plants, 


some hairs round the inner edges. The egg 
of the cow-bird having been deposited within 


been built upon it, being formed of the same 
materials, but with less of the flaxen fibres. 
The egg is thus surmounted by a layer three- 
quarters of an inch thick, and was discovered 
by opening the lower nest from beneath. It 
is agglutinated to the lining of the nest, hav- 
ing been addled and probably burst. In this 
second nest a cow-bird had also deposited an 
egg, which was in like manner covered over 
by a third nest, composed of the same ma- 
terials and of nearly the same size as the 
second.’—Audubon’s Birds of America. 


The Private Life of Galileo—The account 
of the private life of Galileo, unlike many 
such accounts, does not give us much insight 
into the manners and customs and conditions 
of society at the time of which it treats, both 
because Galileo had so little real domestic life, 
and because the main correspondence which 
furnishes these private details took place be- 
tween a nun (who of all persons can know 
least of the external world) and Galileo him- 
self, and her letters. to him have been pre- 
served, while his answers to them have per- 
ished. Your great philosopher as a rule is 
exceedingly undomestic, and the poofs of this 
are so common that we need not quote a single 
example; the petty details of home weary 
them, and prevent the abstraction requisite 
for their labors: so the ancient Brahmins, 
who reasoned as profoundly as any light of 
Western civilization, lived in the solitudes of 
the forests of Angient India; so Descartes 
withdrew himself from the world, and remain- 
ed buried in the quiet of his country house 
while he produced his “ Meditations.” 

Galileo also was by no meansdomestic. Of 
his three children, his son Vincenzio was 
a constant thorn in his side. He was a lazy 
fellow, who was always writing to his father 
for money, and who, Italian like, preferred 
to idle away his life in singing and lute-play- 
ing, to adopting any profession or attempting 
to get his own livelihood. We cannot find 
one good quality in Vincenzio Galileo; he 
was mean, selfish, inconsiderate, and unnatu- 
ral in his behavior towards his father. One 
example of this is sufficient. He had quar- 
tered himself on his father, together with his 
wife and children, when the plague broke out 
in the neighborhood; whereupon Vincenzio 
deserted the old man, and went to a more 
healthy locality, leaving his father to take 
his chance with the other inhabitants of the 
district. Galileo’s daughters Polissena and 
Virginia were placed in the Convent of St. 
Matthew, at Arcetri, in 1614, when the eldest 
was only thirteen years old; henceforth they 
became Sister Maria Celeste and Sister Arcan- 
gela. Of the latter we hear but little; but 
Sister Maria Celeste constantly. corresponded 
with her father, and the greater number of 
her letters have been preserved, and are now 
in the Palatine Library at Florence. These 
letters contain some interesting details of 
convent life of the period, but of necessity 
they do not bear upon many of the doings of 
the outside world; their general tenor is the 
same throughout; they are full of her love 
for Heaven and for her “dear lord and father,” 
as she was wont to call Galileo, and they 
almost invariably pass to an opposite extreme 
of matters exceedingly of the earth, earthy— 
the baking of cakes, the mending of linen, 
the getting up of his collars and so on. She 
tells her father all the minute details of her 


this nest, another of a larger size, three inches 
and three-quarters in external diameter, has} 


work, as; “I have been extremely busy at 
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the dinner-napkins. They are near finished; 
but now I come to putting on the fringe, I 
find that of the sort I send as a pattern, a 
piece is wanting for two dinner-napkins: that 
will. be four braccia.” The last paragraph 
of this desultory letter begins, “ These few 
cakes I send are some I made a few days ago, 
intending to give them to you when you come 
to bid us adieu ;” and ends, “I thank Him for 
everything, and pray that He will give you 
the highest and best felicity ;”’ and a post- 
script immediately follows this—“ You can 
send us any collars that want getting up.” 

Galileo’s villa was very near the convent, 
and a constant interchange of courtesy seems 
to have taken place ; Galileo sent money and 
presents of meat and wine, while Sister Maria 
Celeste sent him plums, and baked pears, and 
candied fruits, and cakes, and mended his 
linen and kept his wardrobe in order. Her 
love for him amounted almost to worship, at 
least to veneration. When at length, worn 
out by watching in the convent infirmary, by 
ill health, and by the many privations insep- 
arable from a convent life, she felt her end 
approaching, Galileo was in confinement at 
Siena, and she feared she should see him no 
more; but he was allowed to retire to his own 
house at Arcetri in time to see his daughter, 
before her death. Writing at this time (1634) 
Galileo says: “Here I lived on very quietly, 
frequently paying visits to the neighboring 
convent, where I had two daughters who 
were nuns, and whom I loved dearly ; but the 
eldest in particular, who was a woman of ex- 
quisite mind, singular goodness, and most 
heartily attached to me.” 

There is much in this “ Private Life of Gal- 
ileo” of great interest in connection with sci- 
entific work, his books, his persecutions and 
trial by the Sacred College, and his condemna- 
tion ; but we have preferred to keep strictly 
to his more private life, as the theme is so 
large, that if we once touched upon his scien- 
tific work and its results, we should require 
far more space than could be placed at our 
disposal here. 

Galileo continued actively employed to 
within a few years of his death, in January, 
1642. During his latter years he was a great 
sufferer. “I have been in my bed for five 
weeks,” he writes to Diodati, in 1637, “ op- 
pressed with weakness and other infirmities, 
from which my age, seventy-four years, per- 
mits me not to hope release. Added to this, 
proh dolor! the sight of my right eye, whose 
labors (I dare say it) have had such glorious 
results, is for ever lost. That of the left, which 
was and is imperfect, is rendered null by a 
continual weeping.” Thus the poor old man 
complained, until finding that his blindness 
was incurable, and that his many ills were 
increasing, he ceased repining, and begged 
his friends to remember him in their prayers, 
till his unhappy checkered life was closed by 
death.— Nature. 


Sitting at the Saviour’s feet, O how helpful 


For “The Friend.” 
The following excellent epistle by Isaac 
Penington is affectionately commended to 
the serious perusal of the readers of “The 
Friend,” especially to those who take an active 
part in the affairs of Society. 


Advice Respecting Church Discipline. 
To the Woman’s Meeting of Friends in the Truth, 
at John Mannocks : 


Dear Friends,—Dearly beloved and honored 
in the Lord, because of His honorable pre- 
sence and power, which is so preciously mani- 
fested and found to be among you in your 
meetings. Blessed be the Lord, who hath 
thus gathered you, and given you hearts to 
meet together, to feel His precious presence 
and power, and wait to do His will therein, 
as He shall please to call and make your way 
clear thereto. And, blessed be the Lord! who 
doth encourage and reward you daily, and 
make your meetings pleasant and advanta- 
geous to your own souls, and towards the 
seasoning and holy watching over the several 
respective places where your lot is fallen. 

Oh! what could the Lord do more for His 
people, than to turn them to that pure seed 
of life, which will make them all alive, and 
keep them all in life and purity ; and then to 
make use of every living member in the living 
body, as His Spirit shall please to breathe 
upon it and His power actuate it! And, in- 
deed, there is need of all the life and power 
to the body which the Lord sees good to be- 
stow on any member of it; every member of 
the body having life given it, not only for 
itself, but likewise for the use and service of 
the body. Only, dear Friends, here is to be 
the great care, that every member keep with- 
in the limits of life, wherein its capacity and 
ability for service lies, and out of which it can 
do no real service for God, or to the body. 
O! therefore, eye life, eye the power, eye the 
presence of the Lord with your spirits! that 
He may go along with you, and guide you in 
every thought ye think, in every word ye 
speak, in reference to His work and service. 

And mind, Friends, what is now upon me 
to you: it is one thing to sit waiting to feel 


Ye can never wait too much for the power, 
nor can ye ever act too much in the power; 
but ye may easily act too much without it. 

And as for this troublesome, contentious 
business (if the Lord should yet order it to be 
brought before you) the Lord teach you to 
consider of and manage it in a wise, tender 
and healing spirit. Ye must distinguish in 
judgment, if ye judge aright, between enemies 
and erring friends. And take heed of the 
quickness and strength of reason, or of the 
natural part, which avails little ; but wait for 
the evidence and demonstration of God’s 
Spirit, which reaches to the witness and doth 
the work. Are they in asnare? Are they over- 
taken in a fault? Yea, are they in measure 
blinded and hardened, so that they can neither 
see nor feel, as to this particular? Retire, sit 
still awhile, and travail for them. Feel how 
life will arise in any of you, and how mercy 
will reach towards them; and how living 
words, from the tender sense, may be reached 
forth to their hearts, deeply, by the hand of 
the Lord, for their good. And if ye find them, 
at length, bowing to the Lord, O let tender 
compassion help them forwards! that what 
hath been so troublesome and groundedly dis- 
satisfactory in the progress, may, at length, 
have a sweet issue for their good, and our joy 
and rejoicing in the Lord. 

So, my dear Friends, the Lord be with you 
and guide you in this, and in all that He shall 
further call you to, and multiply His presence, 
power and blessings upon you, and make 
your meetings as serviceable to the honor of 
His name, as He himself would have them, 
and as you yourselves can desire them to be. 

Your friend and brother in the tender 
Truth, and in the pure love and precious life. 


19th of Fifth month, 1678. 


The farmers’ Friends. 


Birds and their uses—what they destroy and why they 
should be protected. A paper read at a Farmers’ Club 
dinner at Damascus, Ill., by P. V. Hathaway. 

Do you know the King bird and the Phebe 
bird, and have you ever noted the striking 
resemblance that they bear to each other? 


the power, and-to keep within the limits of} Are you acquainted with the brown thrush 


the power, thus far; and another, yea, and 
harder, to feel and keep within the sense and 
limits of the power, when ye come to act. 
Then your reasonings, your wisdom, your ap- 
prehensions, have more advantage to get up 
in you, and to put themselves forth. O! there- 
fore, watch narrowly and diligently against 
the forward part; and keep back to the life, 
which, though it rise more slowly, yet acts 


more surely and safely for God. O! wait and 


watch, to feel your Keeper keeping you with- 
in the holy bounds and limits, within the 
pure fear, within the living sense, while ye 
are acting for your God! that ye may only be 
His instruments, and feel Him acting in you. 
Therefore, every one wait to feel the Judge 
risen and up, and the judgment set, in your 
own hearts; that what ariseth in you may be 


young Friends may be to one another, by be-|Judged, and nothing may pass from you pub- 


ing good examples ; and not only to each other, 
but the world at large. What a comfort too, 
such are to their religiously concerned pa- 
rents.—C. W. 


To gather the children we need not send 
them to be taught the scriptures by those 
who have never learned, save from the expo- 
sition they hold in their hands,—7Z. K, 


licly but what hath first passed the pure judg- 
ment in your own breasts. And let the holy 
rule of the blessed Apostle James, be always 
upon your spirits, “ Let every one be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.” O let 
not a talkativeness have place in any of you! 
but abide in such gravity, modesty, and 
weightiness of spirit, as becomes the judg- 
ment-seat of the Spirit and power of the fio ‘ 


and the cat bird? The likeness here is almost 
as strong. Such general resemblances usually 
indicate more minute and perfect structural 
unities, and upon these are based the families 
of the birds. The naturalist will tell you 
from the general appearance of a bird, its 
flight, its voice, and its habits, to what family 
it belongs. A little observation will render 
almost any one an adept in this classification. 
If you want to see my little friends with their 
best robes on, and hear their finest songs, we 
must watch them in the Spring. On the first 
mild March day you will hear a sweet, plain- 
tive voice singing “ ka-wet! ka-wet!” in some 
leafless tree-top. It is the bluebird, the her- 
ald of nature’s coming joy. It never seems 
to me that he has come from the South, but 
that he has dropped out of the clear blue sky.. 
For the last three years I have first observed 
him on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of March respec- 
tively. He isa pleasant and companionable 
little creature, and seems to love man and 
court his protection. A little later in the 
season, to the simple “ka-wet,” which both 
male and female produce alike, the male adds: 
his rich warble full of love and joy. “ Ka-wet, 
que-we-o-it, que-we-o-it,” he seems to sing, as 
he and his mate fly here and there, seeking a 
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suitable place for their nest. They usually 
select a deserted wood-pecker’s nest, a knot 
thole in a fence rail, or a box or house provid. 
ied by man. And if anything more were 
meeded to prove their relationship to the blue 
isky, the eggs which are laid in their wool 
iand feather-lined nest are blue. One cannot 
‘have too many bluebirds around him. Their 
food consists mainly of centipedes and’ de- 
structive beetles. I have seen them pick up 
the large May beetles that produce the white 
grub, and devour them eagerly. 

But anon I hear a cheery call on the hills 
and among the trees. The farmer’s robin has 
-come to help him at his task. He will follow 
your plow, he will visit your garden and pas- 
ture, and every beetle, grub, or cut-worm that 
makes its appearance, or can be induced to 
come to the surface by the aid of his bill, will 
disappear. What if he does eat a little fruit 
in the middle of Summer? Even then he 
feeds his young in the nest, and lives himself 
mainly upon destructive insects. In the 
Spring and early Summer his food consists 
entirely of them. 

And now the month of May hascome. The 
bees are murmuring on the blossoming maples. 
From the woodlands comes a sound of joyous 
melody. The wood thrush has returned to 
lead the Summer concert. How full and clear 

the louder strains, how fine and silvery the 
more delicate ones that unite them! I have 
often heard parts of this song at a distance of 
more than half a mile, and coming as they 
did, over water and field, they sounded like a 
voice from some better land. The wood 
thrush is a beautiful bird. Though not sus- 
picious, he is shy and modest. His back is 
, an olive brown, his breast white with dark 
spots. His food consists chiefly like that of 
the bluebird and robin, of beetles, caterpillars, 
and various other insects. There are several 
other species of birds in this country, belong- 
ing to this thrush family, of which the robin, 
the bluebird, and the wood thrush are mem- 
bers, but I will mention only two more. 
These are the ruby and golden-crowned 
wrens. Do you see that little bird with a 
‘greenish olive back, two light lines across his 
" wings, andaspot bright asaraby on hiscrown? 
- This is the ruby-crowned wren. He is search- 
ing the limbs of trees for minute insects. His 
“little relative, the golden-crested wren, is 
equally beautiful and lively. Instead of the 
ruby crown he has a golden stripe over the 
head, with a brilliant orange spot in the cen- 

> ter. 

What say you to the crow blackbird with 

_ his purple head and neck, and his noisy clat- 
_ ter in the tree-tops? I know that some of you 
do not like him, but he is as true a friend as 
ever walked the sod. Yes, he walks like a 
- farmer, and does not hop like the gentry. I 
have seen him ina field just sown with wheat 
hunting eagerly with bluebirds and robins, 
for the half-dormant May beetles thrown up 

' by the harrow, not so much as looking at a 
grain of wheat. Scatter a little corn on the 
field for him when you plant for yourselves, 
and let no one who desires to see his corn 

_ wave green in the sun, untouched by grubs 
at the root, look unkindly on the crow black- 
| bird. To destroy bis nest is to take green- 

backs out of your pocket-book. 

Down in that lowland grove the trees are 
full of black minstrels. Here is a crow black- 
bird with his guttural voice, there a little black- 

bodied, russet-headed cow bunting. What a 


curious song this bird has! An author has 
compared it to the sound produced by “ pour- 
ing water out of a glass jug.’ When the 
female wishes to lay her eggs, she hunts the 
already completed nest of some little sparrow 
or warbler, lays her large egg where the tiny 
ones will soon appear, and leaves the poor 
little birds to bring up her offspring. Thisis 
very cruel, for the big foster child soon out- 
grows its little mates, obtains all the food, 
and they perish. I found one of these eggs 
in a field sparrow’s nest last summer. This 
bird feeds on insects, and so compensates in 
a measure for the injury that he does the lit- 
tle sparrows and warblers. 

But the most of the birds in those trees are 
of a rich, pure black, and, as they fly from 
tree to tree, the sun brings out the intense 
brightness of their crimson and white epaul- 
ets. And truly, the red-winged blackbird is 
a martial bird, for I have seen him rout and 
put to flight the great hen hawk that ap- 
proached too near the place where his almost 
helpless young were lying. His call is much 
finer and more metallic than that of the other 
blackbirds, and his song is sweet and rich. 
By his persistent labors in destroying insects 
about swamps and lowlands, he much more 
than makes up for all the mischief that he 
does in eating grain. 

Here is another friend that you all know, 
the sweet-voiced meadow lark. I have seen 
this beautiful bird after a storm of sleet, when 
the trees and the ground were covered with 
shining ice, sit on the leafless tree-tops and 
sing as joyously as in the green days of June. 
He will sing even in the Autumn, when near- 
ly all the other birds are silent. He destroys 
the caterpillars, beetles, and grubs that would 
mar the beauty of your meadows. Let all 
who love to look on fat cattle and shining 
horses, remember the meadow lark, the pro- 
tector of the meadows, and do him no harm. 
Have ever you observed that little creature 
with a cream-colored patch on the nape of 
his neck, and coal-black breast rising up from 
the grass? As he rises a flood of melody 
bursts from his throat clear as the ringing of 
silver bells, increasing in its wild joy as he 
flies around, until he suddenly drops into the 
grass, and you hear only now and then a few 
mirthful strains. It isthe bobolink. He isa 
delightful companion as well as a useful friend 
upon the farm. The Southern people thought 
they had found an excuse for destroying this 
bird, because he ate some of their rice in his 
Autumnal migrations; but, foolish people, 
they have been injuring their best friend. 
This bird is an active destroyer of the cotton- 
worm that preys upon their chief staple. 
Even while we are viewing and listening to 
the bobolink, a flash of golden light goes past 
us. Truly, here is a regal visitor. A body 
of orange, brilliant as the clouds at sunset, a 


specimen of workmanship, I have onein my 
possession composed almost entirely of the 
strong fibres of the swamp milkweed. They 
are woven together very compactly into the 
form of a dependent sack. In the bottom of 
the sack is a soft lining of hair and other ma- 
terials, and exactly in the center of this lining 
are two round holes side by side. They are 
formed merely in the lining, not in the sack, 
and I can see no use for them unless it be for 
the more perfect drainage of water from the 
nest during storms. I know I shall hardly 
need to mention the name of this bird, the 
golden robin or Baltimore oriole. 

A near relative of his comes about the 
same time, the orchard oriole. He is more 
slender and delicate than the Baltimore, being 
replaced by a fine brownish chestnut. His 
habits also are similar, but his song is longer, 
more rapid, and not so full and smooth in 
sound. He is one of the farmers’ best friends, 
and should always receive their protection. 

About the last of March the song sparrow 
makes his appearance. He is plain in color- 
ing and unpretending in manners, but his 
song is so clear and sweet that you would at 
once remark its beauty. I have heard this 
little bird sing just before the outburst of a 
terrible storm, when all the other birds seem- 
ed hushed with fear. The clouds in the west 
were black, and the coming wind and rain 
sounded on the hills, yet this little bird sang 
as quietly as though the morning sun was 
shining on his wings. His food consists only of 
wild grass, and seeds, and insects. The field 
sparrow comes about the Ist of April. He is 
more delicately colored than the song spar- 
row. His back is a soft brownish red with 
darker stripes, his crown rufous, his breast 
whitish, his bill and feet beautifully tinted 
with red. If you hear in the sultry days of 
summer a Clear vibratory strain, beginning 
with one or two long, full notes, then pro- 
ceeding more rapidly in a descending scale, 
you may be sure that you are listening to 
him. The mates are very affectionate. In 
the season of nesting the male hunts up dain- 
ty tit-bits, small green worms, or something 
of the kind, and, alighting on a low tree, 
awaits the coming of his mate. On her arri- 
val from the nest she hops up to him shyly, 
and he presents the inviting morsel with 
every sign of affection. Both assist in pro- 
curing suitable food for their young. But I 
must not forget my beautiful friend, the che- 
wink. A bright black head, upper breast and 
back black, with white wings and tail, chest- 
nut sides, and the remaining under parts pure 
white, render him conspicuous. He will tell 
you his name when you mect him.. “ Che- 
wink! che-wink!” he will say, as he flies 
here and there, caring for his brood, or en- 
gaged as well as yourself in taking observa- 
tions. He soon becomes familiar with your 


head of velvet black, and wings and tail of| presence, and will then give you a little of 


black, white, and orange, make him one of|his music. 


the brightest of birds. His eyes have looked 
on the palm, his ears have heard the cata- 
racts that mingle in the Orinoco, his feet have 
clung to the vine-wreathed trees of the tropics, 
his little wings have borne him from South 
America, where he spends his Winters, to 
Summer in our orchards and groves. From 
the 1st of May until Autumn you may find 
him in the orchard or among the oak wood- 
lands, searching for all kinds of caterpillars 
and worms that live upon the young twigs 
and foliage of the trees. His nest is a fine 


With the little head upturned he 
pours forth, a clear, pleasant song, somewhat 
resembling that of the field sparrow, though 
it would be very difficult to mistake one for 
the other. He lives upon seeds and worms, 
scratching like a hen among the dried leaves 
and twigs to obtain them. 

But we pass from these sparrows that love 
the more open country to one that loves the 
mingled growth of a woodland. Far in the 
forest you can hear a ‘click! click!” almost 
metallic in its sharpness, and, as coming nearer 
and nearer, the owner of the voice appears 
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in view, you recognize a songster of high 
degree. With a head and neck jet black, back 
variegated black and white, breast brilliant 
carmine red, the rest of the under parts white, 
and a very large horn-colored bill, he deserves 
his title, the rose-breasted Grosbeak. He likes 
a high location when he sings. A dead branch 
on the top ofa tall maple suits him well. His 
breast glows like a ruby against the blue sky, 
and his rich round notes descend like a voice 
of blessing from above. The female is a 
plainly colored bird, which, were it not for the 
general form and large bill, you would not 
suspect to be the mate of the brilliant songster. 
A pair built their nest in a black oak near 
our house last summer. They sat alternately. 
I always found the male on the nest in the 
morning, and the female in the afternoon. 
The nest was so thinly made of fine twigs 
and dried weeds, that the breast of the male 
shone through it like a red flame. A violent 
wind-storm that occurred on the 12th of June 
disturbed the position of the nest, and the 
eggs fell crushed and broken upon the ground. 
(To be concluded.) 


It is the death bed that awakens us to, or 
causes to feel the infinite value of the soul. 
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FIFTH MONTH 21, 1870. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Forrign.—Returns of the vote on the plebiscitum, re- 
ceived from all parts of the French Empire except 
Algeria, foot up: Yes, 7,210,296. No, 1,530,610—ma- 
jority 5,679,686. The emperor has received congratu- 
lations from all the sovereigns of Hurope upon the result 
of the vote upon the plebiscite, and he has returned 
thanks to each, with assurances of friendly feeling and 
good wishes. 

Riotous disturbances broke out in several places in 
Paris as soon as the result of the national vote was 
known, but they were all promptly suppressed by the 
police and military, and many arrests of the offenders 
were made. The magistrates have condemned a large 
number of the accused to imprisonment, for terms vary~ 
ing from nine months to fifteen days, and have dis- 
charged others for want of proof. 

In Algeria the vote is reported to have been: Yes, 
46,956. No, 19,510. 

Spain is still without an available candidate for the 
throne. The progressist party has settled upon ex- 
Regent Espartero as the future king of Spain, and have 
formally placed his name before the Cortes, but it is not 
probable that be can be chosen. It is now stated tbat 
Ferdinand, ex-king of Portugal, has signified his willing- 
ness to accept an offer to be made king of Spain, But 
it is not known that his name, in connection w:th that 
position, is at present being considered by the govern- 
ment. 

On the 15th, official dispatches were received from 
General De Rodas, dated Havana, containing informa- 
tion of a severe battle having been fought near the 
centre of the Island of Cuba, between the Spanish troops 
and the insurgents, in which the latter were defeated 
with a loss of two bundred killed, several hundred 
wounded, and a large number of prisoners. 

The republican agitation in Italy is reported to be on 
the increase. In Moiena insurrection has broken out, 
and the republicans have raised the standard of revolt. 
To prevent other outbreaks, the government is sending 
troops into the districts displaying the greatest signs of 
disatfection. 

Information has reached Lisbon that a formidable 
insurrection has broken out on the Island of Madeira. 
The government has dispatched a body of troops there. 

The Greek ministry have issued a circular concerning 
the recent brutal murder of travellers by brigands, deny- 
ing that the seizure of the party was made by and with 
the full advice and concurrence of the ministry, or that 
it was the result of a previous agreement made between 
the government and the bandits, whereby an amnesty 
was to be extended to the latter upon the surrender of 
their captives. The circular denies, in the most posi- 
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tive terms, that the opposition of the Greek parliament 
to vigorous measures for the rescue of the prisoners and 
the punishment of the brigands strengthened the de- 
mands of the latter for amnesty. 

A dispatch from Rome, under date of 5th mo. 14th, 
says: “In the Ecumenical Council yesterday the dis- 
cussion of the lesser catechism was closed, and the de- 
bate on the primacy and infallibility of the Pope com- 
mences to-day. The ultramontane party have great 
confidence in the result, and believe all will be finished 
within a month. About 100 members have given formal 
notice that they will oppose more or less radically, the 
proposed definition of infallibility. ‘ 
=YThe Irish land bill is still being discussed in the 
House of Commons. The metropolitan poor relief bill 
has been passed. A motion was made that the con- 
sideration of the bill allowing women to vote be post- 
poned six months. Gladstone favored postponement, 
and denied the existence of a demand or desire for the 
vill. The motion to postpone was agreed to by 126 
majority. This virtual defeat of the bill was received 
with loud cheering. A member moved a resolution 
that the House condemns the raising of a large portion 
of the India revenue from opium. The resolution was 
opposed and defeated by a large majority. In the de- 
bate it was alleged that opium was less pernicious than 
alcohol, and that if the revenue from that source was 
abandoned it would cause a yearly deficit of $7,000,000. 

An Edinburg newspaper comments on‘ the swelling 
emigration of Scandinavians to America, by way of 
Glasgow. 

The Paris Journal Official of the 16th, contains a de- 
cree announcing the nomination of the Duke de Gram- 
mont as minister of foreign affairs; Jacques Phillippe 
Mege, at present deputy in the Corps Legislatif for Puy 
de Dome, as minister of public instruction, and Charles 
Iguas Plachon, also deputy in the Corps Legislatif for 
the department of the Nord, as-minister of public works, 
vice the Marquis of Talhouet. 

In the House of Lords a bill has been introduced ren- 
dering education compulsory, and establishing a rate 
for the support of schools. Action was postponed pend- 
ing the consideration of the Public School bill in the 
House of Commons. 

In the Spanish Cortes on the 16th, Minister Morel 
promised the early introduction of a bill abolishing 
slavery in the colonies. 

London.—Consols, 94%. U.S. 5-20’s, 1862,893. Do. 
1867, 903 ; ten-forties, 853. 

Liverpool.—Uplands cotton, 114d.; Orleans, 11d§. 

Unirep Statres.—Congress.—A variety of subjects 
have claimed the attention of the two Houses, but no 
measures of great public interest have been resulted. 
The House of Representatives has progressed further 
with the tariff bill, but there seems no probability that 
it can pass both Houses the present session. The Senate 
has passed a resolution appropriating $500,000 for the 
construction of a building for the State Department, 
upon the southern portion of the premises now occu- 
pied by the War and Navy departments. Itis to form 
the south wing of a building which, when completed, 
will provide accommodations for the State, War and 
Navy departments, It is estimated that the new wing 
will cost about $1,000,000, and the entire building five 
or six millions of dollars. 

On the 16th, the House of Representatives, by a vote 
of 131 to 44, passed the bill guaranteeing colored voters 
the right of suffrage.in every portion of the country, 
under heavy penalties for every offence. 

Philadelphia. — Mortality last week, 333. Of con- 
sumption, 55; debility, 21; scarlet fever, 29; typhpid 
fever, 11; old age, 15. 

Miscellaneous.—The Cabinet has had Indian matters 
under consideration, and the situation of affairs was 
generally discussed. Among other things it was de- 
cided that the Secretary of War issue orders to prevent 
the starting of the Big Horn expedition, which bas been 
organized to explore the Indian country, with a special 
view to gold discoveries. General Augur, commanding 
the Department of the Platte, has accordingly been in- 
siructed to delay this and similar expeditions. Red 
Cloud, and other Indian Chiefs, are on their way to 
Washington, and it is said to be the intention of the 
government to carefully consider whatever representa - 
tions may be made by the disaffected chiefs, with a view 
to adjust all differences between them and the United 
Sta'es. 

The proposed Pacific Ocean cable, to connect Cali- 
fornia with Japan and China, will be 9120 miles in 
length. From San Francisco to the Sandwich Islands, 


is 2080 nautical miles; thence to the Midway Islands 
1140; thence to Yokohama, 2260; thence to Shanghai, 
1035—equal to 7600 statute miles, to which must be 
added 20 per cent. allowance for slack in paying out} 


cable, The enterprise is warmly commended by the 
President and many members of Congress. It is said 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations are unani- 
mously in favor of giving $500,000 a year for twenty 
years in aid of the enterprise. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have reported a 
bill for reducing taxation. The entire changes proposed 
will lessen internal taxation to the extent of $33,000, - 
000. Persons having less than $1500 income will not 
be required to make returns, and there is to be no pub- 
lication of incomes. Stamps on ordinary contracts and 
receipts are to be abolished, and the taxes on sales taken 
off, except that assessed on dealers in liquors. 

The House of Representatives, on the 16th inst., de- 
cided by a vote of 92 to 77, to postpone all prior orders 
until after the appropriation bills are disposed of, thus 
virtually postposing the tariff bill indefinitely. 

The Markets, §c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 16th inst. Mew York.—American gold 1143. U.S. 
sixes, 1881, 117; ditto, 5-20’s, 1867, 1143; ditto 10-40’s, 
108}. Superfine State flour, $5 a $5.10; Ohio extra, 
$5.45 a $5.75; St. Louis flour, $6.75 a $10; southern 
do., $6.40 a $10. No. 2 Chicago spring wheat, $1.18 a 
$1.20; amber western, $1.34; white Michigan, $1.43 
a $1.45; white California, $1.70; white Genesee, $1.65 
a $1.85. Western oats, 68 a 69 cts.; State, 71 cts. 


Yellow corn, $1.14 a $1.15; western mixed, $1.10 a 


$1.13. Cotton, 234 a 248 cts. 
23% a 24 cts. Flour, $475 a $8.50, according to 
quality. Western red wheat, $1.33 a $1.38; Pennsyl- 
vania red, $1,40; Delaware, $1.45. Rye, $1.05. Yel- 
low corn, $1.12 a $1.13. Oats, 64 a 67 cts. Clover- 
seed, $8.25. Timothy, $7. The arrivals and sales of 
beef cattle were light, reaching only 1100 head. The 
market in consequence was active and prices higher, 
Extra sold at 10 a 11 cts.; fair to good, 8} a 93 ets., and 
common 6 a 8 ets. per lb. gross. About 10,000 sbeep 
sold at 6 a 7} cts. per lb. gross, and 3000 hogs at $13 
a $13.75 per 100 lb. net for corn fed. Baltimore.— 
Cotton, 23 a 23} cts. Maryland wheat, $1.50 a $1.60; 


Pennsylvania, $1.35 a $1.40. Yellow corn, $1.16; 
white, $1.22. Oats, 65 cts. Chicago.—No. 2 wheat, 
97} cts. No. 2 corn, 86 cts. Oats, 48} cts: Lard, 
16} cts. 


RECEIPTS, 


Received from John B. Foster, Pleasantville, N. Y., 
$6, to No. 52, vol. 44. 


ERRATUM. 
Peaceable, in the 37th line of the last column on page 
303, last number, should be ‘‘ peccable.” 


THE INSTITUTE FOR COLORED YOUTH. 


The Annual Meeting will be held in the Committee- 
room of Arch Street Meeting-house, on Third-day, 5th 
mo, 31st, 1870, at 33 o’clock, p. M. 

RicHaRD CADBURY, 


Phila. 5th mo. 1870. Secretary. 


The Indian Aid Association of Friends of Philadel- 
phia Yearly Meeting having agreed to support a teacher 
among the Ottowa Indians, desire to engage a Friend, 
either man or woman, for that position. 

Apply to Jamus. B. Ruoaps, M. D., Germantown. 

Philada., 5th mo. 9th, 1870. 


WANTED. 


A Teacher for Friends’ School at Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, well qualified to give instruction in the common 
English branches. 

Application may be made to Hannan W. RicHaRDsoNn, 
Wilmington, Delaware. — 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 


NEAR FRANKFORD, (TWENTY-THIRD WARD, PHILADELPHIA.) 

Physician and Superintendent—Josuua H. WorrTHine- 
ton, M. D. 

Application for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, to Joun E. Carter, Clerk 
of the Board of Managers, No. 1313 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia, or to any other Member of the Board. 
—<—$—<— 

Diep, on the 11th of 5th mo. 1870, at the residence of 
her son-in-law, Alexander Rea, near Quakertown, N. J., 
Susanna STEVENSON, widow of Joseph Stevenson, aged 
99 years, 5 months and 25 days, an esteemed member 
of Rahway and Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Friends. _ 
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“ WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut street. 


Philadelphia. —Cotton, - 


